[Anaphylactic shock caused by suxamethonium (Curacit)].
We describe five cases of anaphylactic shock following the short-acting muscle relaxant succinylcholine (suxamethonium). All the patients recovered uneventfully. Skin prick testing identified succinylcholine as the probable causative agent in four cases. The incidence of anaphylaxis to succinylcholine in our material appears to be 1:1,000. Treatment consisted of volume substitution, adequate oxygenation and adrenergic agents. We discuss the routine use of succinylcholine for intubation in elective surgery, and conclude that the anaesthesiologist must always be prepared for a possible anaphylactic reaction.